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I. RGB 

A production run using coarse-ground burley stems was 
carried out. The objective was to eliminate the drying and 
processing cost of the burley stems prior to milling and 
screening. In this run the stems were milled at 12% Q.V. 
and were not screened prior to blending. The tensile strength 
of the sheet was not significantly different from regular RCB 
in the longitudinal machine direction but some 12% lower in 
the transverse direction. Cigarettes made from this material 
will be tested against control RCB before this mode of operation 
is considered! for adoption. 

Subjective smoking data for cigarettes containing RCB 
with 41%, 44% and 51% burley stems is not yet available. 


IT. Schweitzer Sheet 


The third production run this year (No. 3-73) of burley 
stem sheet was made May 1, 1973 to May 10, 1973. The overall 
yield 1 was 84%. The % solubles reconstitution was again low 
(76.4%, spec. 85%). The average % TEG was within specification 
(1.9%, spec. 1.75% to 2.25%) . No potassium sorbate was found 
in 18 of the 26 samples received. A recommendation was made to 
Schweitzer that they increase their potassium sorbate addition 
to 0.25%/lb dry tobacco on their next production run to compen¬ 
sate: for losses in drying. The first eight samples of this run 
were found to average 0.20% (specification - 0.1% to 0.2%,). 

The lack of potassium sorbate in SBS - 3-73 is of real 
concern. A sample of SBS was received from Louisville which 
had no potassium sorbate and was molded. The moisture content 
of this sample was 21.4%. The equilibrium moisture content 
of SBS was determined to be 23.5% at 90 “F and! 85% RH.3 Under 
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these typical summer conditions. Manufacturing will have to be 
vigilant for moldfed SBS. The Leaf Department was advised to use 
this last production run (3-73) before previous runs to minimize 
time for molding. 

Work has begun to find the optimum method for effluent 
disposal from the proposed Schweitzer pilot plant for R&D. We 
are establishing the BOD 5 of their effluent and have enlisted 
Calgon Corporation's help to determine applicability of activated 
carbon to lower the BOD. 


Caramel color has been proposed to improve the color of 
SBS, and! cigarettes containing 2% SBS with caramel color will be 
evaluated subjectively. 

Burley spray take-up on SBS relative to burley strip is 
being investigated. Initial results show SBS to contain 30% 
more sugar than burley strip after spraying.4 Further samples: 
are being analyzed. 


Ill. Nitrate Reduction of Burley Stems 

Subjective evaluation of cigarettes containing 25% and! 95 % 
nitrate reduction are awaited. The nitrate and solubles were 
reduced by conventional washing and by pressing wetted! stems. 

The pressing method is advantageous because it would reduce the 
drying cost by "60% and also reduce the quantity of effluent to 
be handled by 807 o . A production trial using a sugar mill as a 
press is proposed to evaluate this equipment's applicability to 
tobacco processing. 
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